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DAYTON, Ohio, March 29, 1976 --- Dr. Gene Sharp, research fellow in the
Program for Science and International Affairs at Harvard University, will
question, "Was a Violent American Revolution Necessary?" on Thursday, April 8
at 8 PM in the University of Dayton main chapel.
For the past 25 years, Sharp has contrasted the effectiveness of both
violent and nonviolent means of resolving conflict.

Focusing on the technique

of nonviolent action, Sharp compiled his research in several books which examine
the natur.e of power, and the methods, mechanics, and dynamics of nonviolent
struggle.
After receiving his Master of Arts in sociology at Ohio State University
in 1951, Sharp studied the history of nonviolent action, expecially that of
Gandhi, in New York City for five years.

While there, he was jailed nine months

as a conscientious objector, and was personal secretary to A. J. Muste, America's
leading

pacifi~t.

During the next 10 years, he researched nonviolence at the University of
Oslo in Norway and at Harvard; consulted, organized, and participated in international peace conferences; and lectured at the University of Oslo.
After receiving his doctorate of philosophy in political theory at Oxford
University in 1968, he lectured at various times at Boston, Tufts, Brandeis,
Harvard University, and Lesley College, and was chairman of the department of
sociology and anthropology at Southeastern Massachusetts University.
Remarking on Sharp's latest book, Coretta King, president of the Martin
Luther King, Jr. Center for Social Change in Atlanta, said, "This significant
book -- The Politics of Nonviolent Action

is a valuable storehouse of relevant

information for all who believe, as my husband did and as I do, that nonviolence
is the way to overcome poverty, racism, and war."
Sharp's lecture April 8 is

joi~tly

sponsored by Religion in Life and the

Peace Studies Institute at U.D., and the American Friends Service Committee.
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